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Manitoba Association for Schooling at Home 

2025  MASH Conference



 

We both joined the MASH Board in 2022 hoping to help rebuild our 
community after some tough years. We started with an idea for monthly 
meet-ups called MASH-Ups, which quickly turned into weekly meet-ups, 
park meets and now self-driven community meet-ups. Then in 2023, we 
BRAVELY co-chaired our first conference together, the 2023 MASH 
Conference was themed “Let’s Build Community Together”. Seeing the 
manifestation of that conference has been truly a warm and wonderful 
feeling. Seeing this community grow has us feeling more OPTIMISTIC of the 
future. We hope we can help others feel BRAVELY OPTIMISTIC too. 
Welcome to the 2025 MASH Conference: Bravely Optimistic! 
 

If you have not already heard it, seen it, or felt it, we appreciate your 
attendance, from the bottom of our hearts! There would be no conference 
without you. It is each of us, together, that make our community stronger. 
We believe in the richness of experiences gathered here to in this space 
with us today. Y’all have so much to give to our community whether you 
realize it or not. And because of that recognition, this year’s conference 
follows the same new format as we came up with in 2023. Instead of 
speaker panels for participants to attend, we have opted for Table Talks, 
giving more of a chance for participation and connection between 
homeschoolers. This is a human library where each person here has some 
experience that you can check out and learn from their trials and successes.  
 

In 2023, we almost doubled the number of participants for the conference 
from years prior. This year, we have yet again exceeded the previous year’s 
attendance. With almost every participant representing one family (there 
are some partners attending from the same household) and with each 
household representing one or more children; that is truly incredible! We 
have tweaked this conference here and there from the last one but would 
love more feedback on what worked, what could be improved and what 
needs to change.  
 

All in all, we are happy with the present, but we are 

of the future. Enjoy the conference y’all! 

With Truly Grateful Hearts, 

Michele Merchant and Tiffany Todosichuk 

2025 MASH Conference Co-chairs   2
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READY, SET, CONFERENCE!   

 Register at the Welcome Table 
 Find a Snack and a Refreshment 
 Take a look at the Resource Tables 
 Find Your Seat at First Table Talk 

WELCOME 10:00AM - 10:30AM  

2025 MASH Conference Co-Chairs, Michele and Tiffany want to 
welcome everyone and introduce our conference theme:  

Senior MASH Advisor, Jennifer Gehman, will open the up with 
conference by sharing her experiences about bring brave. 
 
There will be a short introduction about the conference format 
and other details for the day. 

①FIRST TABLE TALK 10:30AM - 11:30AM  

 

LUNCH BREAK 11:30AM - 12:30PM  

Lunch will be served in the upper gym.  
Sit anywhere you would like. Meet someone new. Enjoy! 
 

Don’t forget to thank the chef:  
Fellow homeschooler, Richard (pronounced Ree-shard). 

②SECOND TABLE TALK 12:30PM - 1:30PM  

 

BREAK 1:30PM - 2:00PM  

Two talks down and one more to go!  
Take a break, you deserve it! 

③THIRD TABLE TALK 2:00PM - 3:00PM  

 

IT’S A WRAP 3:00PM - 4:00PM  

We will have a homeschool graduate, Daniel McIntyre-Ridd, wrap 
up the conference with an amazing bow. After his speech, there 
will be a Q&A session.  
 
We will share our thanks and announce some prizes. 
  
Please feel free to use the rest of the time to make last minute 
connections with fellow participants and checking out the 
resource table! 

Special Thanks to our MC, 
GeNie Baffoe: 

Wedding DJ, MC, Dance Instructor, 

Hip Hop Educator. 
www.dancewgenie.me 
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Welcome to the 2025 MASH Conference!  

I’m so glad you’re here. Whether you’re a seasoned homeschooler, just 
starting out, or somewhere in between, I want you to know that your 
presence here matters. This conference is about more than just learning 
new tools or strategies—it’s about connection, sharing our stories, and 
recognizing that we’re all walking this unique journey together.  

The theme, , feels especially meaningful  

to me because it speaks to the heart of what it takes to homeschool. It’s 
not just about the choices we make each day, but the quiet bravery it 
requires to trust our instincts and to carve out a path that’s right for our 
children and families. It takes optimism, too—optimism to face the 
challenges that inevitably come, knowing that we’re shaping something 
meaningful for the future. 

I truly hope that during this conference, you feel the strength and warmth 
of this community. I hope you find not just new ideas, but a sense of 
belonging. I hope you leave feeling inspired, supported, and reminded that 
you are not alone on this journey. The moments of challenge, the 
questions, and all the victories—they all matter. And they matter here, 
with people who understand exactly what you’re going through. 

The Manitoba homeschool community wouldn’t be the same without you. 
The richness of this group comes from the diversity of stories and 
experiences that each of us brings. It’s through sharing, connecting, and 
supporting one another that we all grow. I’m so deeply grateful for you 
and the unique gifts you bring to this community. 

If this conference inspires you and you feel moved to help us keep this 
momentum going, please reach out to myself or another MASH board 
member. We would be honored to have you involved as we continue 
building a community where everyone truly belongs—where we all 
support one another in our journeys. 

I’m truly excited for the road ahead, and I hope you leave here feeling 
~bravely optimistic~ about your own homeschooling path, knowing that 
you are an essential part of this incredible community. 

 

With Sincere Appreciation, 
Chantal Beaudry 
MASH President 
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TA L K I N G  A B O U T  L I F E - L E A R N I N G /U N S C H O O L I N G   

Description: Likely you’ve seen life learning and unschooling in 
action as your child explores, asks questions and naturally builds on 
previous knowledge. These child-led educational approaches do not 
involve a curriculum, rather they involve supporting your child in their 
desired learning, and trusting that they will learn what they need to 
know. At this Table Talk, chat with homeschoolers about the benefits 
and challenges with this educational approach. 

NU R T U R I N G  Y O U R  H O M E S C H O O L E R ’S  P A S S I O N S   

Description:  Supporting your child’s passions is a wonderful 
sentiment, but what does it mean? At this Table Talk, we look forward 
to discussing what your child is excited about and how supporting 
those interests may look. It can be challenging to support an interest 
that isn’t easily identifiable as providing life skills, but let’s delve into 
how those interests can provide opportunities for growth and mastery. 

H O M E S C H O O L I N G  NE U R O D I V E R G E N T  CH I L D R E N  

Descript ion:  Homeschooling any child can be a struggle 
sometimes, but homeschooling children who don’t “fit the mould” can 
provide an extra layer of challenges. At the same time, 
homeschooling can provide our neurodivergent children with the 
freedom to develop in their own way. At this Table Talk, we’ll talk 
about the real life struggles and successes of homeschooling 
students who are neurodivergent. 

CR E A T I N G  C O- O P S  A N D  CO O R D I N A T I N G  EV E N T S  

Description: Are you looking for a community to share experiences 
with? Do you have an idea for a club that you’d like to create for your 
kids to play with other homeschooled kids? Would you like to attend 
field trips with other homeschoolers? How do you go about finding 
your community? At this Table Talk, we will be discussing these 
questions and sharing how homeschoolers have created – and kept – 
their homeschool co-op community alive. 
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H O M E S C H O O L I N G  T H E  EA R L Y  Y E A R S  
(up to  approx.  12  yea rs  ol d)  

Description: It is natural to be born with a love of learning. How can 
you foster this love of learning and help your child(ren) develop a 
solid foundation for future learning? At this Table Talk, chat with two 
homeschoolers about the trial and error of developing an early years 
homeschool plan. 

H O M E S C H O O L I N G  T H E  L A T E R  Y E A R S  
(teen years  to  gra dua tion)   

Description: Homeschooling during the teen years comes with 
unique challenges, such as planning for the future, providing 
opportunities for engaging with peers, and ensuring that plans are in 
place if further education (university, college, etc.) is anticipated. At 
this Table Talk, chat with homeschoolers to hear their experiences, 
ask your questions and to get inspiration as you homeschool your 
teen(s). 

H O M E S C H O O L I N G  M U L T I P L E  AG E S  

Description: Homeschooling children of multiple ages can be 
challenging because there are just so many kids!! Juggling your time 
to meet the needs of each child and each subject, while dealing with 
frequent interruptions is a lot. However, it can also allow for unique 
opportunities like prioritizing teamwork, strengthening family bonds 
and developing character. At this Table Talk, we look forward to 
discussing some of the challenges and opportunities when 
simultaneously homeschooling children of different ages. 

H O M E S C H O O L I N G  W I T H  AN X I E T Y   

Description: Has your anxiety prevented you from taking part in 
homeschooling events or reaching out to fellow homeschoolers? 
Has it made it challenging to be the homeschooling parent you want 
to be for your child(ren)? At This Table talk, chat with 
homeschoolers who live with anxiety, hear about their 
challenges/successes, share your own (if you’d like) and, hopefully, 
feel comforted on your homeschooling journey. 
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We would  l ik e  to  shine a  s potl ight  on the unique journeys 
of  a  few homesc hool  gradua tes to  hel p  thos e s ti l l  on the 
path f ind their way .  

HOMESCHOOLED:  K to Grade 12 | GRADUATED:  2016 

CAREER PATH:  Vocational Certificate, Bachelor Degree, Entering 

Workforce, Master's Degree 

What did homeschooling look like in your home? 

Structured curriculum 

What was your favorite memory? 

Being so close to my family for so long. 

Were you glad you were homeschooled? 
Very! It gave me the skills to spend my life doing what I love 

Words of Advice:  
Prioritize supporting and loving your children, everything else will 
work out! 

 

HOMESCHOOLED:  Grade 1 to 12 | GRADUATED:  2012 

CAREER PATH:  Work Force and Some Secondary Education 

What was your favorite memory?  
Working in my father’s shop at the age of 11. Having real life 
experiences in a work environment. 

Were you glad you were homeschooled?  
Yes  

Words of Advice:  
Children learn best when we get out of the way 
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HOMESCHOOLED:  Grade 1 to Grade 11 | GRADUATED:  2011 

CAREER PATH:  Construction Safety Coordinator/  

Homeschooling Stay at Home Mom  

What did homeschooling look like in your home?  
Unschooling system mainly. We were read to, did a very little bit of 
work books. Mostly played, went to museums, wrote in our journal, 
completed weekly project (of our choosing) and sometimes 
presented them to our parents. 

What was your favorite memory? 

There are so many, to name a few: 

- MASH science fair when I made a maze for my rat.  

- Playing in the Talent show put on by MASH  

- Walking across the street ignoring the school crossing 
guard.  

- Running through the Manitoba Museum on "school days" 
with my sisters.  

- Endless camping and weekday sleepovers. 

- Making forts and playing in the garden by the river. 

Were you glad you were homeschooled? 

Absolutely 

Words of Advice: 

Do not rush. Do not worry so much. Kids WILL learn when they want 
to. Sometimes it takes a while and that is ok. Learning through play 
and experience is the most rewarding. Let your kids play and take 
the lead. 
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HOMESCHOOLED:  Grade 4 to Grade 12 | GRADUATED:  2009 

Career Path 

A few years after graduation I enrolled at the University of 
Winnipeg where I received a degree in Environmental Science in 
the forest ecology stream. I worked a variety of forestry jobs from 
coastal BC to Northern Manitoba. These were great years spent 
doing what I loved most, exploring the outdoors. In 2022 me and 
my husband opened a sawmill company called Urban Lumber. We 
recycle the cities urban trees removed due to disease or decline 
that would otherwise be burnt or landfilled. We saw, kiln dry and 
sell both raw lumber and finished furniture products. I never 
expected to be a business owner, but have found great fulfillment 
in it. Since opening we have been able to recycle over 5000 trees. 
We hope to one day divert the majority of Winnipeg’s trees from 
the landfill to our facility. 

What did homeschooling look like in your home?  
My parents leaned more towards the life learning approach. We 
were giving the freedom to pursue whatever interested us. For me 
that looked like running wild outdoors in the summer, and leaning 
as much as I could about plants, animals, and nature.  

What was your favorite memory? 
The countless hours of uninterrupted and uninhibited play with my 
sisters.  

Were you glad you were homeschooled?  
Absolutely. I had wonderful childhood due in a large part to 
homeschooling. 
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HOMESCHOOLED:  Grade 1 to Grade 6 | GRADUATED:  2008 

CAREER PATH:  One Year College, Apprenticeship in Trades, Now 

Own Home Building Company and Homeschooling Dad 

What did homeschooling look like in your home?  
 I was originally enrolled in public school for grade 1. They went on 
strike, so mom pulled me out of school (i also cried all the way to and 
from school every day) and home schooled me. I was schooled in a 
fairly structured format. 

What was your favorite memory? 

The amount of playing and unstructured learning my brother 
and I did. Free time galore, spending time with parents, 
getting to do things out of season or while kids are in school.  

Were you glad you were homeschooled? 

Yes 

Words of Advice: 

As a participant in home school, public school, and private 
school I would encourage home schoolers to be excited that 
they are taking control of their own education. They get to 
learn at their pace, about the things that interest them, and 
learn in more creative, outside of the box ways. The creativity 
and ingenuity that comes out of home schooling is wonderful 
and exciting. Keep on being excited about learning, nobody 
can teach you that!  
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Michelle 

Marchildon 
Julie Alfred Alan Schroeder 

 
Manitoba Homeschooling Liaison Officers monitor and support 
homeschooling families. We are all certified teachers with diverse 
backgrounds in education including homeschooling, overseas, urban 
and rural schools with 20 years total experience in the 
Homeschooling Office. We are happy to answer any questions you 
may have about homeschooling and welcome all phone calls, emails 
and visits.  
 
Common questions we assist parents with are resource 
considerations, high school programming, applying to post-
secondary, providing copies of reviewed forms and 
recommendations for assessments for academics and special 
learning needs. Please reach out to us at any point in your 
homeschooling journey. 

Contact: 

1577 Dublin Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3E 3J5 
Email: omeschooling@gov.mb.ca 

Phone: 204-945-8138 
Toll Free (in Manitoba)  
1-800-282-8069 ext. 8138 
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How do you approach filling in homeschooling forms when you use a 

child-led/unschooling "curriculum"? 

The Liaison Officers from the Homeschooling Office encourage parents to call and have a 
conversation about what they are planning on covering, what interests the students have 
expressed and how they will cover that content. We would go over resource options and 
provide samples of forms. Being child-led/child-centered/unschooling does not mean 
parents are not planning and finding resources to cover interests and challenge student 
learning. Parents are legally required to cover the four mandated subject areas. Saying: 
“My student has no interest in math,” does not exempt them from having a math 
program that meets equivalence. Parents have the responsibility to provide the 
Homeschooling Office with a program outline for each mandated subject area describing 
their overarching plan, naming their main resources and demonstrating they are meeting 
the requirement of equivalence. If, along the way, they change topic (like they started 
with volcanoes and moved to earth’s crust in science) or resources (like they tried Saxon 
math and decide to switch to Jump math), they would report that in the appropriate 
progress report and detail their new plan for learning. A conversation with a Liaison 
Officer is the optimal way to ensure a program outline for child-centered learning meets 
equivalence. 

What are the options for post-secondary education for homeschool 

"graduates"? How can you prepare for the post-secondary application 

process? 

The Homeschooling Office recommends parents start visiting postsecondary institutions 
with their  16-year-old student. It is important to become aware of the programs the 
student might be interested in applying for. Ask the admissions office what the 
requirements for admission would be for those programs. Whatever the admission 
requirements might be, the student would then have a few years, grades 11 and 12, to 
meet the needed requirements and prepare for the admissions process. For example, a 
student interested in entering vocational studies, like to become an electrician, might 
need to have the Manitoba Curriculum grades 11 and 12 math on their student transcripts. 
If that’s the case, the student has options to ensure those math courses are completed. 
The Liaison Officers at the Homeschooling Office would explain the high school options 
available to help the student meet admission requirements. Some of these options may 
have fees, like online high school courses cost $350 per course. Because the process is 
specific to each student, we recommend calling your Liaison Officer to walk through 
possible pathways for the student.  

14 



 

Chantal Beaudry 

 
President 

 

Chantal and her husband Richard unschool, carschool, 
and gameschool their two kids by following their 
interests, supporting their curiosities, and throwing in 
some formal math for good measure.  

Her favorite part of homeschooling (other than not 
waking up early to move about in a panic five days a 
week) is the learning alongside her kids. (History 
podcasts, YouTubing bedtime’s deep questions the 
following day, and LEGO challenges are her family’s 
current top 3 methods of learning)  

Her library books largely consist of texts on how humans 
learn, how the brain works, neurodivergence, and nature 
play.  

Outside of homeschooling, Chantal works as a flight 
attendant and enjoys crossword puzzles, charcuterie 
boards, and color-by-numbers.  

She joined the MASH board to be an advocate for home 
education in all its forms, and to help cultivate the 
necessary community for those who choose this journey. 

Mandy Johnson 
Renaud 

 
Vice-President 

Mandy is a home educating mom of three kids, a small 
business owner, and an advocate for inclusivity. With 
public school backgrounds Mandy and her husband, 
Chris, never intended on homeschooling. Once their kids 
were born and they witnessed the magic that is child 
lead learning, they were all in. Mandy and Chris 
unschool their kids and love to learn right along with 
them. Mandy strives to ensure that her children have the 
learning environment that fits them best and seeks out 
the resources to make it happen. Her favorite 
homeschooling resources are Julie Bogart of Brave 
Learner and Issy of the Stark Raving Dad Blog. 

Mandy loves the peers/friends that she and her children 
have found through MASH and now in her 8th year of 
home educating she wants to give back and help to 
foster community in Manitoba. 
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Michele Merchant 

 
Secretary 

Michele likes to ask questions and know why. When her 
eldest son wasn’t thriving in preschool, she began 
asking questions about alternatives and found 
homeschooling. She began as a school-at-home type 
homeschooler, but through her research and through 
trial-and-error, she feels that child-led learning is the 
best fit for her two sons (and herself). She is still going 
through her own deschooling process and has found 
online resources such as “Happiness is Here” and “Lucy 
AitkenRead” to be so helpful in her journey. 

In these 9+ homeschooling years, she has found 
comfort in knowing the MASH community is here for 
support, and is excited for the opportunity to be part of it. 

Gina Friesen 

 
Treasurer 

Gina is a homeschooling mom of 3, though she used to 
say she “would never homeschool.” Once her oldest 
child was close to kindergarten age, she started to 
reconsider. Gina and her husband Josh love the family 
time, flexibility, and slower pace home education 
provides. Gina is a photographer on the side, is 
passionate about outdoor learning/living, the importance 
of play, and finding ways that each individual child can 
find joy in learning. She is proud of how much she has 
learned in her 5 years of homeschooling so far, and is 
excited to continue to learn with her kids. 

Gina is extremely thankful for the amazing homeschool 
community her family has found in MASH, and is excited 
to have an opportunity to be part of helping the 
community continue to thrive. 
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Allison Hay 

 
Board Member 

Allison strives to be curious and when the pandemic hit, 
she saw it as an opportunity to get curious about 
homeschooling her kiddo, who at that time was in 
grade 2. She left the fast paced world of music therapy 
at St.Amant and opened an online music teaching 
studio so that she could work from home and 
homeschool full time. She is curious about intertwining 
attachment theory and education and while she and her 
son spend as many of their days outside and in nature 
as possible, they also enjoy the vast digital landscape 
and endless possibilities of the digital world. Fast 
forward 3 years and Allison has found a soft landing 
place within the MASH community, enjoying the weekly 
Mash-ups, the incredible camping weeks at Bird’s Hill, 
and the connectedness found from participating in the 
fall conference. 
 
In the fall of 2023, Allison joined the MASH board and 
has been enjoying taking a more active role in the 
homeschooling community. 

Savita Bawa  

 
Board Member 

Savita Bawa brings over 15 years of seasoned 
expertise in human resources, collaborating directly 
with executive teams to cultivate people strategies 
congruent with organizational objectives. Serving as 
Human Resource Manager, Savita oversees leadership 
development, succession planning, team dynamics, 
occupational health and safety, strategic initiatives, and 
customized HR solutions. 

Currently, as co-owner of My Gym, Savita brings nearly 
a decade of dedicated experience in catering to 
children, parents, governmental entities, and diverse 
stakeholders. 

As an business owner, we could prioritize our children's 
well-being and education. Homeschooling offers a 
tailored approach to learning that can really allow our 
children to excel in their areas of interest. Creating a 
safe and nurturing environment is crucial for optimal 
learning and development. By homeschooling, we have 
the flexibility to focus on our children's individual needs 
and interests, fostering a love for learning without the 
distractions that can sometimes arise in traditional 
school settings. 
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Rachelle Pinto  

 
Board Member 

Rachelle has homeschooled her 3 kids for 6 years. She 
would describe her homeschooling style as eclectic 
because she loves gathering wisdom from as many 
different sources as possible. She has seen the power 
of interest led learning and has so much fun following 
the rabbit trails of her kids’ passions.  

Rachelle loves gardening, beekeeping, volunteering as 
a Scout leader, and her work at the YMCA.  

Rachelle and her kids joined MASH two years ago and 
they have enjoyed all the support and great events that 
have enriched their homeschool journey. She joined 
the board last fall to help MASH grow and support more 
homeschoolers in the community. 

Gillian Moore 

 
Board Member 

Gillian and her husband Adam have six kids ranging 
from highschooler to toddler. Homeschooling since the 
beginning, she follows a relaxed Charlotte Mason 
approach that’s informed by her deep trust in her 
children’s ability and innate desire to learn. Between 
some specific learning disabilities and a couple 
different neurodiverse kids, she’s accidentally become 
very interested in all things brain science. Between 
homeschooling, homemaking, and volunteering, she 
tries to make time for her favourite hobby: reading and 
listening to audiobooks. 

Tiffany Todosichuk 

 
Board Member 

Born and raised in Texas, Tiffany was never a fan of 
the cold. After falling in love with a Manitoban, she 
warmed up to the idea. Tiffany left a corporate job to 
join her husband, Mike, in his small business. Once 
there were 3 children under 4, Tiffany became fulltime 
caretaker while Mike became an independent 
contractor of Todo Reno. The idea of homeschooling 
started to grow on them for many reasons: growing 
lifelong learners, family bonding, character building, 
flexibility in schedule, etc. Homeschooling has been an 
ever evolving mishmash of ideas that changes with the 
family as personalities unfold and various connections 
are made. 

In joining the advisory board, Tiffany hopes to learn a 
little, help a little and create a bit of community. 
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MASH puts on a few events every year and helps to 

promote other events put on by the community that 

may interest homeschoolers. Here are a few of the 

events from the past year: 

- MASH Workshop: Playful Families - Foundations 

for Learning (March 2024) 

- MAD Science Workshop: Fantastic Flights (April 

2024) 

- Meet the Manitoba Homeschooling Office (May 

2024) 

- MASH End-of-Year Picnic (June 2024) 

- 2024 Kindergarten Graduation 

- MASH Spring Camping Week (June 2024) 

- MASH Fall Camping Week (September 2024) 

- MASH Not-Back-to-School-Picnic (September 

2024) 

- Birds Hill Park - Junior Naturalist Homeschooling 

Program (September-December 2024) 

- Homeschool Day on the Farm (October 2024) 

- Earth Explorers Youth Market (October 2024) 

- MASH Parents Night Out (October 2024) 

- MASH Community Holiday Party (December 

2024) 

Visit our Website for the latest MASH events,  

https://manitobahomeschool.ca/ 

OR join our Facebook Groups for more events and 

discussions:  

Manitoba Association for Schooling at Home (MASH) 

  

Want to 

Join the 

MASH 

Team 
We are a group of 

volunteers trying 

to support 

Manitoba 

homeschoolers to 

homeschool. Our 

meetings are 

open to any MASH 

member as long 

as our meeting 

space can 

accommodate it. 

Please let us know 

prior to a meeting 

if you would like 

to join. We meet 

the 2nd 

Wednesdays of 

each month from 

6:30pm-8:30pm. 

Location may be 

at a board room, 

or MASH Board 

Members house.  

Email: 

info@manitobaho

meschool.ca 

Want to get 

involved? 
MASH is a group of 

volunteers trying to 

support Manitoba 

homeschoolers to 

homeschool.  

Our meetings are 

open to any MASH 

member as long as 

our meeting space 

can accommodate it. 

Please let us know 

prior to a meeting if 

you would like to 

join.  

We meet the 2
nd

 

Wednesdays of each 

month from 6:30pm-

8:30pm. Location is 

at a board room. 

17 19 

https://manitobahomeschool.ca/


 

Look out for these upcoming events: 

 

- MASH Winter Fun Day (March 3, 2025) 

- MASH Ask Me Anything Facebook Live (TBD) 

- MASH End-of Year Picnic (June 2025) 

- MASH  Camping Weeks  

o Planning will begin in March 

o Reserve campsite in April 

o Spring Camping Week (June 2025) 

o Fall Camping Week (September 2025)  

Some events are weekly events: 

 Tuesday Homeschool Community Meet-Up 

 Stick ‘n’ Puck 

 TEEN Meet Ups at the Forks 

You can look on our website (manitobahomeschool.ca) for  

more details about these and any events OR ask a MASH  

Advisory Team Member.

20 

Community 

Support 
Want to support the 

homeschool 

community but do 

not feel the MASH 

Board fits? We are 

always looking for 

volunteers to help in 

different ways. Email 

us if that volunteer is 

you.  

Contact 
If you have any 

comments or 

suggestion for MASH, 

please feel free to 

email us at 

info@manitobahome

school.ca 

mailto:info@manitobahomeschool.ca
mailto:info@manitobahomeschool.ca


 

Our 2025 MASH Conference: Bravely Optimistic would not be same 

without these sponsors. We are so thankful to the sponsors that 

are so willing to support us! THANK YOU! 

CONNECTION Sponsors 

Gymkyds Gymnastics Centre Inc. 

Aqua Essence Swim Academy  
Books by Pamela Rayner Moore 
REACH Sponsors 

SMC Serratus Movement Centre 
SUPPORT Sponsors 

Winnipeg Sonora Voices 

Real Life Signs 

2
0

2
5

 
M

A
S

H
 

C
o

n
f

e
r

e
n

c
e

 

21 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERRATUS MOVEMENT CENTRE 
 
UNIT 1 - 55 HENLOW BAY 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R3Y 1G4 
PH: 204-489-9815  

We are Winnipeg's 

largest Parkour and 

Ninja Warrior facility, 

boasting over 6,000 

square feet of equipment 

and obstacles! We offer 

classes for ages 3 to 

adult and run daytime 

programs suited for 

homeschooled children. 
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Founded in 2000 by Peggy Glassco, GymKyds is one of 
Manitoba’s largest & foremost gymnastics centres. What sets 
GymKyds apart from other gyms is our non-competitive setting 
& focus on the individual personal best of each child. At 
GymKyds we are 100% recreational. At GymKyds, students learn 
the FUNdamentals of gymnastics & beyond, build self-
confidence, & develop a lasting love of gymnastics & physical 
activity. 

We run programs out of our main location at 421 Beaverhill Blvd 
in Southdale, a satellite program in St. James (195 Collegiate St), 
multiple seasonal rural programs, and mobile pop-up classes. 
We are passionate about sharing the joys of movement & 
gymnastics with all! 

 
Phone: 204-487-1806 Email: gymkyds@gmail.com 

Locations 

Southdale: 
421 Beaverhill Boulevard 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 4G1 

St. James: 
195 Collegiate Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3J 1T9 
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Aqua Essence is a private swim school with over 20 
years of business in Winnipeg! We teach the Ready, Set, 

Swim Curriculum, which focuses on teaching from 
where an individual swimmer is at, making sure to move 

forward with skills that are ready and spending more 
time on skills that need it! Daytime lessons are always 

available!  
 
 

Please come and check out our  
FREE open house for MASH Members!  

Friday February 14th  
from 1:00pm - 2:30pm. 

 
 

To RSVP call (204) 275-2782  
or email kenaston@aquaessence.ca 
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Homeschoolers 

are you looking 

for a book that 

not only 

entertains young 

readers but 

informs and 

inspires them as 

well? 
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MYALL is a well written, richly illustrated 

book. It offers the opportunity: 

- for the early years to learn about the 

amazing marsupials and unique creatures of 

the Australian continent; 

- for the mid & later years to use the book 

to spark inquiry and research into natural 

history, colonialism, and the science and uses 

of CRIPR technologies; 

- for all levels to appreciate indigenous 

cultures, to become nature enthusiasts, and to 

stimulate storytelling through the arts. 

 

Check out the link below for 

more details on this high quality 

paperback, t-shirts with unique 

Tasmanian devil logo and 

illustration cards: 

 

pamelaraynermooremyall.ca 
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Other homeschoolers can be your best resource. 

Meet a connection, keep a connection!  
Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

 

  

2
0

2
5

 
M

A
S

H
 

C
o

n
f

e
r

e
n

c
e

 

29 



 

“
Te

ll m
e

 a
n

d
 I fo

rg
e

t, te
a

c
h

 m
e

 a
n

d
 I m

a
y
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r, in

v
o

lv
e

 m
e

 
a

n
d

 I le
a

rn
.”

 
-X

u
n

-Zi 

 

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

  

Name   

Number   

Email   

FB   

 

30 



 

Note 

  
2

0
2

5
 

M
A

S
H

 
C

o
n

f
e

r
e

n
c

e
 

31 



 

“
O

p
tim

ism
 is ra

d
ic

a
l. It is th

e
 h

a
rd

 c
h

o
ic

e
, th

e
 b

ra
v

e
 c

h
o

ic
e

."  

 
-G

u
ille

rm
o

 d
e

l To
ro

 

32 



 
  

2
0

2
5

 
M

A
S

H
 

C
o

n
f

e
r

e
n

c
e

 

33 



 

“
O

p
tim

ism
 is e

sse
n

tia
l to

 a
c

h
ie

v
e

m
e

n
t a

n
d

 th
e

 fo
u

n
d

a
tio

n
s o

f 
c

o
u

ra
g

e
 a

n
d

 tru
e

 p
ro

g
re

ss.”
 

-N
ic

h
o

la
s M

. B
u

tle
r 

  

34 



 
  

2
0

2
5

 
M

A
S

H
 

C
o

n
f

e
r

e
n

c
e

 

35 



 
  

“
O

p
tim

ism
 is th

e
 fa

ith
 th

a
t le

a
d

s to
 a

c
h

ie
v

e
m

e
n

t. N
o

th
in

g
 c

a
n

 b
e

 
d

o
n

e
 w

ith
o

u
t h

o
p

e
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
fid

e
n

c
e

.”
 

-H
e

le
n

 K
e

lle
r 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Other Side 
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Winnipeg Library  - Visit the library or use their online resources  

https://wpl.winnipeg.ca/library/ 

Libby App for your phone of tablet is a helpful app to utilize your library 

card to check out digital books, both written and audio. 

Education and Early Childhood Learning in Manitoba 

This is the government website about homeschooling. 

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/schools/ind/homeschool/planning.html 

Cathy Duffy Review - This sites gives a good idea what most curriculum is 

like before you buy it so see it might be a good fit for you.  

https://cathyduffyreviews.com/# 

 

Did you enjoy the conference format? Anything you would add? 
 
 
 
Any suggestions for new table talk topics? 
 
 
 
What did you think about the time to talk at each table? 
 
 
 
How was the timing of everything at the conference? 
 
 
 
What month of year would you prefer the conference? 

 January   February   March   April   May   June   July  
 August   September   October   November   December 
 

Tell us the good, bad and ugly here: 
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Shout Outs to 
 Genesis Dance | The Hive | Fort Whyte   
for their donations to our conference!  

Thank you to 

our sponsors for 

supporting our 

homeschool 

community! 



 
  

 

 

 
 

T 
 
 
This conference is a accumulation of us all 
in the MASH homeschooling community!  
Thank you all for being apart of this Bravely 

Optimistic collective! 

     


